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Who’'s Who

At The AWPS Shelter

Lola, aspayed Chow mix

2 yearsold

She came back to the shelter

this past February. She hasbeenin/
out a couple of times because of
owner situations; not her fault.
Lolais an active little dog but has
done extremely well with obedience
training. She gets along with dogs
and kids. She is housebroken.
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Sienna, aspayed
shepherd/boxer mix
2yearsold

She was transferred to us from
PAS in January when they picked
her up with 6 3-week old puppies.
Siennais a curious, loving dog
though she barks at some male
people (not all') She gets along

with other dogs but we do not
know about cats. She has had

some training.

Our Mission

AWPS’s mission is to take in lost or unwanted animals; to return lost ones to
their owners whenever possible or after having them spayed or neutered, place
them in good homes; and to educate the public about intelligent and humane

treatment of animals.

Upcoming
Events

On May 6 & 7, we will have a booth

ata Home & Garden Show put on by
PEPPERS PLUS, 2115 Santa Fe Drive.
May 6 & 7.

Our Annual Plant Sale will be May 20.
See Flyer.

We will have a raffle of garden items at
both Peppers Plus and at the plant sale.

On June 3, we will have a booth at the
6th Annual Spirit Fest.

We are planning a garage sale for June so
look for things to donate. There will be
specific info in the May/June Newsletter.

Our Annual Golf Tournament will be
September 23.

Wish List

Collars -all sizes, 30 & 13 gallon
heavy duty trash bags, bleach, hose end
garden
sprayer, clear
packaging
tape (for
broken food
bags).
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2006
ANIMAL WELFARE &
PROTECTION SOCIETY

BOARD

President - Marilyn Thompson
Vice President - Chris Comins
Treasurer - Sandi Blatnik
Secretary - Sandra Young

JassyAnderson e Roland Bailey
Carolyn Christopher e Amanda Clerkin
Andrea Crockenberg e Ben D’ Andrea

Bev Kachel e Lee Liliegren
Penny Willits-Garcia
Cheryl Hindsley e Shirley Hurley
Linda Neilson e Becky Quirico
Jane Sawvell e Carol Warner

The Animal Welfare Shelter
3420 W. 8th Street
Pueblo, CO 81003
(719) 543-6464
www.puebloawps.org

ADOPTION HOURS
9a.m.-4p.m.
Monday - Sunday
Closed Holidays & Bad Weather

VOLUNTEER HOURS

Dog Walks
9:30a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
OTHER
Anytime we are open.

Key Personnel
Shelter Staff
Don Apadoca
Brenda Bovill
John Komornic
Steve Pacheco

Best Friends' News is published
every other month.

Where to write or call:
Animal Welfare & Protection Society
P.O.Box 11208
Pueblo, CO 81001
Shelter: (719) 543-6464
AWPS is a non-profit— no kill
animal shelter

Shelter Happenings

by Chris Comins, Shelter Director

2005 shelter statistics: Intake - 211
dogs of which 49 were strays and 162
were turned in by owners. Outgo - 202
with 177 adoptions, 20 returned to
owners and 5 deaths. Thisis the second
year in arow that we have had over 200
dogs come inand go out.

We have started 2006 with a
monthly increase of dogs cominginand
going out. In January and February, we
tookin 49 dogs: 18 from owners, 10
were strays, 12 were transferred in from
Pueblo Animal Services and 9were born
atthe shelter (froma stray). 42 went out:
41 were adopted and 1 returned toits
owner. Our goalis to continue to average
over 20 adoptions per month.

Pueblo Animal Services and Animal
Welfare continue to collaborate with
animals being transferred to us whenever
we have room. Already in March, we have
received 6 dogs from PAS. We also are
increasing our networking with other
animal groups so we may transfer dogs
to them. We only work with groups which
will not euthanize adoptable dogs and
which agree to bring a dog back to us if
they are unable tofindita home. (See
“Prison Dog” article.)

Oscar, an 8 month old boxer who
came inasastray, was incubating parvo.
We discovered he haditona Sunday.
Thanksto Best Friends Animal Hospital
for taking himin on that Sunday and
treating him for 6 days. Parvo is expen-
sive to treat and AWPS is grateful for the
large discount given to us for his
excellent care. Oscarwas on hold to be
adopted when he came down sick. He got
visited during his recovery and is doing
greatin hisnew home.

Animal Welfare always gets veteri-
narian care for animals at the first sign of
aproblem. Vet care is our second biggest
budget item and there is no way to tell
what the actual yearly costwill be. We do
not rejectdogs just because they may
need some vet care and, of course, some
come in seemingly healthy but are
incubating aniliness. Without the
generous discountsthat Pets & Friends
Animal Hospital and Pueblo Small
Animal Clinic give us onan ongoing
basis, AWPS would have to be more
selective intakingin animals. We are
grateful to be able to save many more
wonderful dogs because of the dis-

counted vet care and the donations of our
individual supporters.

Thanksto Aspen Grooming forfree
groomings. Adirty, stinky, Bear-coated
Sharpei came back smelling greatand
looking sleek and handsome. He soongota
home. Areally dirty and matted cockapoo
could not believe how good she feltwhen
allthat hair was removed. She evenwas
given a beautiful collar. She probably had
not gotten much petting in her previous
condition so she was really happy. She got
adopted the nextday.

Our dogs always enjoy getting out
along the riverwalk. Thankstothe
following dog walkers: Bill & Shirley
Hurley, Dave Johnson,Randy Roade,Ron
Gisi,Kristen Reeve, Kathleen Spencer,and
the Centennial Key Club. We canalways
use more walkers.

Thanks to those of you who brought
initems from the last wish list.

AWPS Dogs Go To
Prison

We recently made contact with Debi
Stevenswho runsthe Prison Dog
Program. That program pairs up inmates
and dogs. Inmates are screened before
they are chosen to be trainers. The dog
stays with the inmate 24/7 getting
training. After the dog is thoroughly
obedience trained (several weeks), itis
either adopted out through an application
process or, ifithas the right characteris-
tics, it might get more training to become
aservice dog.

Some of youmay have seenashow
on Animal Planet that followed dogs
through the training. Since behavior is
one of the main reasons given for people
not keeping a dog, this program helps
assure adog willgeta good, permanent
home. Italso helps the inmates who train
them and affects in a positive way the
atmosphere of the prison. Debi has already
taken 3 of our adult dogs into the
program. By the time you read this she
will have taken 5 puppies and their
mother. (We do not let them go before
they are 8 weeks old.) By transferring
dogs to this program and to other groups
that share our philosophy, we will have
room to bring in more dogs. The sooner
we can find a dog a home, the more we
cansave.
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Special Gifts Allow AWPS To Do More

Thanks to a financial gift from the estate of Walter Timme,
Animal Welfare has been able to hire a part time dog trainer, Lynda
Leech. Lynda works a few hours a week with both new intakes
and with those that have been with us longer. Besides basic
obedience and leash training, Lynda helps those shy and some-
times fearful dogs overcome those behaviors. They get the extra
attention they need to bring out their better nature. The training,
of course, makes them more adoptable. Here are two examples of
how Lynda’s work has helped.

The shelter took in 4 black lab mix puppies. They were about
3 months old but were shy, skittish and had never been on a leash.
They were taken to PETSMART for an adoption day but none got
adopted. Lynda started working with them and in no time they
calmed down, learned fast and walked well on leash. The next
PETSMART adoption day, they all got adopted. Ozzy, a large
German Shepherd mix with us for over a year, was really liked by a
woman and her husband but they were concerned that Ozzy
might be too much for her to handle. Lynda worked with the
woman and Ozzy together and Ozzy has bonded and is doing
extremely well in his new forever home.

SPECIAL GIFTS through planned giving, whether given during
aperson’s lifetime or after death, can make a big difference to a
nonprofit like Animal Welfare which gets no government funding
or taxpayer money, relying on individuals in order to achieve
its mission. The competition for grants is enormous and
impossible to count on for sustaining beneficial, long term
special programs like training, wellness exams for new intakes,
community spay/neuter programs, educational programs, etc.
Itis almost impossible to get grants for general operating
expenses— vet care, utilities, supplies, payroll, etc. We are
very grateful for people who choose Animal Welfare & Protec-
tion Society as the organization to receive memorial gifts or
put us as recipients in a will.

The individual giving the gift can designate how the funds
can be used and for what purpose or leave that to the AWPS Board
of Directors to decide where the need is. We also welcome gifts
of stock, bonds, land, other securities, vehicles, etc.

Life with Ripples and Waves
by Marilyn Thompson, President, AWPS Board of Directors

Inlife, there are times of calm waters without prospect of
nary aripple. Then, there are times when life splashes up as if
there is a huge golden Labrador named “Gunner” in the pool
making ocean-size waves. Wait a minute —that is exactly where
my life istoday.

I thought I would give an update on how “The Gunner”is
doing. l adopted him this past November and life has been pretty
much a blur since then - mostly because he moves at the speed of
light or so it seems. Amazingly, The Gunner has calmed down
considerably. He now sleeps beside our bed on his bed with only
“soft, thunderous” snoring sounds coming from him. He has not
totally destroyed everything which | consider a huge blessing
given that his mouth could do incredible damage to anything. He
walks calmly on a leash responding very well to commands of “sit,

stay, forward, and heel.” Thisisin great part to Sandra and
Clyde Young and their Saturday morning classes at Roncalli
School. They know their stuff and are delighted to pass that
knowledge and experience on to anyone who seeksit.

I do not know who brought Gunner to the shelter to give
him up. I only know that | am truly thankful I have himin my
life because he has brought laughter and joy to me. Thereis
one eventthat Gunner truly loves. He absolutely loves my bike.
I ride; he runs like the wind with his big tongue flopping
happily inthe breeze. Once we get back to the house, the
follow-up event of washing his paws and everything else in
close proximity to his water bucket is his next favorite sport.

One more ripple occurred more recently in my life - 1am
being deployed to Iraq for 6 months. My supportive and pooch-
loving husband, Carl, is taking the reins of the care and feeding
of our four devoted canines. Gunner will continue to be
disciplined, loved, and immersed in our lives; Miss Ginny
Whiskers, a spaniel mix rescued from six weeks of fending on her
own, will continue to be pampered and all 50 pounds of her will
tryto sitin Carl's lap; Lanie, a border collier rescued from the
highway whois so smartitis disconcerting, will keep watch for
intruders to our family abode; and Cisco, a beautiful Golden
Retriever also adopted from the AWPS shelter, will continue to
sleep and snooze and beg Carl to throw his ball one more time.

I will return in October to pick up where | left off with the
AWPS shelter and, hopefully, the board members. The AWVPS
board members are truly the most wonderful people a person
could ever have the privilege of making their acquaintance.
Their concern for animals is awesome. | thank each and every
one of them for their time, dedication, and commitment to the
dogs and, when the new shelter is built, to our feline friends.

I thank each and every one of you for your continued
supportto this incredible organization which brings comfort,
love, and hope to animals in desperate need.

AWPS Memberships

We appreciate the following individuals & businesseswho
have new or are renewing their memberships:

AnitaBandell

Dorothy Baxter
BarbaraBensik

Rollieand Kathy Clark
Beth Davis
GoldDustSaloon

Mr.and Mrs.Ansel Gower
Peggy Greathouse
Michael & Betty Luxner
Ruth McDonald

Marian Mead

SaraMoyes

Ronaldand Beverly Renoux
Duaneand Gloria
Schreiber

Caroleand Spencer Snow

Marilyn Thompson
Sadie Tishma
William and Phyllis
Valencia
WilmaWomack
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